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| ALABAMA TEACHERS’ 
r AND 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S 


READING CIRCLE 








BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


¥ 

C. W. Daugette, Pres. State Normal School, 
Jacksonville, Ala. 

C. B. Glenn, Asst. Supt. City School, 
Birmingham, Ala 
J. J. Doster, Prof. Secondary Education, 

University, Ala. 

W. E. Striplin, Supt. Schools, Gadsden, Ala. 


S. 8. Murphy, Supt. Schools, Mobile City and 
County. 


J. R. Rutland, Librarian, Auburn, Ala. 


H. C. Gunnels, State Supt., Ex-Officio, 
Montgomery, Ala. 


OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 


C. W. Danugette, Jacksonville, Ala., President. 
C. B. Glenn, Birmingham, Ala., Vice-President. 


R. A. Clayton, Birmingham, Ala, Business Man- 
ager. 
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THE ALABAMA TEACHERS’ READING 
CIRCLE 


STATEMENT CONCERNING ORGANIZATION. 


Ata meeting of the A. E. A, in Montgomery, 
Ala., March 1908, the following resolution was 
introduced by C. W. Dangette at the conclusion 
of a paper read by him on professional reading 
for the teacher: 


Resolved, That A E. A. appoint a committee 
of three onthe organization of a State Teach- 
ers’ Reading Circle by.the Association, with di- 
rection to report to the next annual meeting. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted, and 
in accordance therewith the President, Supt. P. 
W. Hodges, Greenville, Ala., appointed the fol- 
lowing committee: C. W. Daugette, C. B. Glenn, 
J. J. Doster. 


The committee made a report on organization 
atthe meeting of the A. E, A.in Birmingham, 


Ala , 1909, which was adopted. ‘, 











. 


7 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ADOPTED AT 
THE BIRMINGHAM MEETING OF 
| ‘ THE A. E. A. 1909. 
A Resolved, That the following constitution, 
j ‘- ‘rules and regulations for the government of the 
Board of Directors of the Alabama Reading Cir- 
cle be adopted: 
The Alabama Educational Association 
hereby constitutes the Board of directors for the 
Alabama Teachers’ and Young People’s Reading 
Circles, and adopts the following rules and reg- 
ulations for its government. 
2 The aforesaid Board of Directors shall be 
* | ® composed of seven members, including the State 
Superintendent of Pablic Instruction who shall 
be ex-officio a member of the Bourd. Of the re- 
maining six members, at least one shall bea 
County Superintendent, at least one a City Su- 
: perintendent, and the remainder shall be chosen 
from the teaching profession at large. 

3. No member ofa publishing firm, or agent 
of such « firm shall be eligible to membership on 
this Board. Should any member of this Board 
become a member of a publishing firm, or agent 
+ « of such a firm, within the term for which he was 

appointed to this Board his membership herein 
shail immediately cease, and the Alabama Edu- 
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cational Association shall, at its next meeting, 
fill the vacancy thus arising from the unexpired 
term. 

4. The members of this Board, except t 
State Superintendent, whose membership shal, 
be concurrent with bis incumbency in the State 
Superintendency shall be elected by the State 
Teacher’s Association in annual convention for a 
term of three years, and until their successors 
are elected, provided that at this meeting six 
members shall be elected, two to serve one year, 
two to serve two years, two to serve three years, 
and after this time two members shall be elected 
annually to serve three years. 

5 Should any member of the Board of Direc- 
tors leave the teaching profession or quit active 
school work, his membership shall immediately 
cease. At each annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion, the Association shall fill all vacancies for 
the unexpired portions of such terms 

6. The officers of this Board shall be a Presi- 
dent, a Vice-President and a Treasurer, who shall 
be chosen annually by the Board, from its mem- 


bership, and a Secretary who shall not bea 
member of this Board, and shall be chosen an- 
nually. 

On the last day of each annual meeting of the 
Alabama Educational Association, the members 
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of the Reading Circle Board of Directors shall 
meet and organize for the ensuing year. 
7. The members of this Board shall receive $4 


oyed in discharging the duties devolving upon 
them as members of said Board; but no member 
shall receive any additional per diem or salary 
as an Officer of the Board The Board shall al- 
low and pay the Secretary such reasonable salary 
as will be a fair compensation for the duties per- 


formed. Provided, the Reading Circle shall be 
self sustaining. 


8. It shall be the duty of this Board to plana 
course of reading, from year to year, to be pur- 
sued by the public school teachers of Alabama, 
to provide for examination on the said course 
and to prepare questions for the same; to issue 


t diem and actual expenses for all time em- 
» 


certificates to such teachers as pass the examina- 
tions satisfactorily. and to issue diplomas to such 
teachers as pass the examinations in four suc- 
cessive years and multiple of four, satisfactorily. 

It shall be the duty of this Board to plana 
course of reading from year to year, to be pur- 
sued by the pupils in the public schools of Ala- 


bama, and to make such rules and regulations 
as to examinations, certificates and diplomas, in 
the Young People’s Reading Circle, as the Board 
may deem desirable and practicable. 
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It shall be the further duty of this Board to 
select the books to be read in such Teachers’ and 
Young People’s courses; to make the most favor- 
able terms with the publishers as to pricesof 7 
such books to members of the two Reading CM 
cles, and to provide a plan for a convenient and” / 


inexpensive distribution of the books to the 
teachers and pupils. 


‘9. At the annual meeting of the Alabama. 
Educational Association this Board shall make | 
areport of the receipts and disbursements for | 
the year just closing, and of such other items as 

» inits judgment shall be of interest to the Asso- 
ciation, or as the Association from time totime . | 
requests. At each annual meeting of the Asso- | 
ciation, an Anditing Committee shall be appoint- 
ed for the coming year to audit the books and 
accounts of the Reading Circle Board. At each 
meeting of the Association, the report of this 
Auditing Committee shall be appended to the 
report of the Board of Directors aud shall bea | 
part of the report of the Board to the Alabama 
Educational Association. 
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10. This constitution, rules and rezulations may 
be amended, revised, or annulled by a majority , 
vote at any annual meeting of the Alabama Edu- 
cational Association. 
{~ | 
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BOOKS SELECTED 
The following books were selected by the 


Board for reading and study for 1909-10: Dnt- 
ton’s School Management, Kern’s Among Coun. 


etry Schools, Phillips Old Tales and Modern 


>» Ideals. 


AMONG COUNTRY SCHOOLS 
BY O. J. KERN. 

‘A book that should be in every country home 
and on every country teacher’s desk.” 

The author has made a seven years study of 
his subjects and writes from the point of view of 
an enthusiast. 

He holds up the highest ideals and shows defi- 
nitely bow they may be realized. 

He solves acceptably many of the dishearten- 
ing problems of the country school teacher. 

His book is full of valuable suggestions and 
helpful illustrations. 

Some of the chapter titles, indicating the lines 
of thought which the volume covers, are: 

The New Country Life. 

The Rights of the Country Child. 

Outdoor Art: Beautifying School Grounds. 

A Farmer Boys’ Experiment Club. 

Indoor Art and Decoration 


Tne Country School and the Farmers’ Insti- 
tute. 
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The New Agriculture and the Country School. 
The Training of Teachers for Country Schools. 


The Financial Phase of the Country School 
Problem. 


Consolidation. 

The author’s endeavor in preparing this work 
was to create a new idealin the training of the 
country child. 

The author of “SCHOOL MANAGEMENT” 
is Samuel F. Dutton, Professor of School Ad- 
ministration in Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, N. Y. City, whois singularly well qual- 
ified in training and experience to write a prac- 
tical work on Education. The purpose of the 
book is to state in as concise and definite form as 
possible the problems of school management, and 
to make helpful suggestions. 

The author covers every phase of the subject, 
treating not only of the qualifications of the 
teacher, but taking up such practical questions 
as Seating, Lighting, Methods of Ventilation, 
School Gardens, Play Grounds, ete. 

Valuable chapters are those on ‘‘The School 
and the Community” and ‘‘The School as a So- 


cial Center,”’ which emphasize the importance of 
the influence that the school may have on social 
and political life. In short, the book has some- 
thing to say about all of the multifarious things 
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that the busy and thoughtful school teacher has: 
to consider. 
A feature of the book is the simplicity of its 
~ language; every sentence is so clear and distinct 
ht its meaning can be readily understood. 


OLD TALES AND MODERN IDEALS. 


While the author of ‘‘Old Tales and Modern 
Ideals” addresses himself directly to ptpils, the 
lessons taught possess peculiar significance to 

‘teachers of high schools and grammar schools. 
If the pupil is to receive moral uplift ‘and wider 
spiritual vision through the school, they must 
come through the ethical enrichment of the 

* teacher: this is the most impressive lesson of the 
book. Theauthor illustrates in concrete fashion 
an admirable method of ethical teaching, and 
presents a widerange of subject matter, which 
cannot fail to suggest tothe thonghtful teacher 


an endless variety of themes which may be simi- 
larly used. 


The old classic myths have a wonderful charm 
for youthful minds; when these are used as pegs 
upon which the best ideals of modern life are 
hung, the indirect moral lesson is effective and — 

. lasting. It is the province of the teacher throngh 
the symbolism of the story, to reveal to the 
child the noblest ideals of the spiritual life. 


rh. 4 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


The teachers’ reading circle is in active opera- 
tion in a great many states of the union, in some 


constitutes a lerge percentage of the teachers # 


the membership exceeds 15,000, and inall {+ ~ 
y 


state. 

It was deemed advisable at this period in 
Alabama’s educational developmert, when she is 
moving forward with leaps and bounds, to initi- 
ate this movement for the uplift of allof the 
teachers of the State. 


Professional reading is one of the best means 
of improvement of the active teacher in the field 
and no snch one should fail to undertake a sys- 
tematic course relating to the principles of his 
work. 

All the wide-awake, up-to-date teachers of the 
State will certainly join the Circle and the others 
need to do so. 


NO FEE IS ATTACHED. All that is 
necessary in order to become a member is to 
purchase and read the books, a description of 
which is fourd elsewhere. 

Dutten’s School Management is oneof the 
books adopted by the Board of Examiners from 
which material for the examinations on Theory 


and Practice and for Life Certificate is drawn. 
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ORGANIZATION. 


Mr. R. A. Clayton, Birmingham, Ala. is the 

executive officer of the Board and the Business 

oC All correspondence should be direc- 
*, ed to him. 


COUNTY SECRETARY. 


Every County has a Secretary elected by the 
mew bers of the first institute held in the school 
year. Itis his duty to distribute membership 
cards at each Institute. to receive them and re- 
turn to R.A. Clayton, Birmingham, Ala., to 
present the objects of the Circle to the teachers 
of the county, and lead the county organization 
“ dinevery way. He should assist in organizing 
local circles and he should see thata place on 


the program of every institute be given to the 
Reading Circle. The names of all members of 
the Circle and of all the county secretaries will 
be published in the next pamphlet. 


LOCAL CIRCLES. 


Teachers should associate themselves into 
local Circles for the purpose of study and dis- 
cussion of the subjects contained in the books 
adopted. tegular meetings should be had and 
reports made to the County Secretary who re- 
ports to the State Secretury and Business Mana- 
ger, the report finally being given tothe State 
Association. 
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HOW TO READ. 


The object of the Circle is the real growth of 
the teacher throngh study, therefore, a word of ‘ 
caution is given against a hasty and undiges 
skimming through any of the books. Only th 
which is assimilated is of value to us. After 
having read through a book once, the reader is 
just then prepared to derive most good from it, 
so by all means it should be read a second time. 


HONOR ROLL. 


Itshould be the pride of every teacher in 
Alabama to be enrolled inthe Circle the first 
year. The membership will constitute an honor 
roll which will be of material benefit to every 
one. It will indicate professional zeal and a de- 
sire for professional progress. 


CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS. 


A diploma is granted for four years’ reading 
and for any multiple of four. A certificate is 
granted as the evidence ofone year’s reading 
Certificates and diplomas for pupils who belong 
to the Pupils’ Circle are sent to teachers, princi- 
pals and superintendents upon their request, 
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which is accepted as a guarantee that the course 
has been read. 
A statement by teachers that the course has 
© been read is accepted as proof and a certificate 


gv is granted. 


‘. 
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